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ACCESS: It's every climber's concern

The Access Fund, a national, non-profit climbers organization, works to keep
climbing areas open and to conserve the climbing environment. Need help with
closures? land acquisition? legal or land management issues? funding for trails
and other projects? starting a local climbers’ group? CALL US!

Climbers can help preserve access by bein%‘ committed to Leave No Trace (min-
imum-impact) practices. Here are some simple guidelines:

*ASPIRE TO "LEAVE NO TRACE" especially in environmentally sensitive areas
like caves. Chalk can be a significant impact on dark and porous rock —don't use it
around historic rock art. Pick up litter, and leave trees an(ﬁ) plants intact.

*DISPOSE OF HUMAN WASTE PROPERLY Use toilets whenever possible. If toi-
lets are not available, dig a "cat hole" at least six inches deep and 200 feet from any
water, trails, campsites, or the base of climbs. Always pack out toilet paper. On big wall
routes, use a "poop tube" and carry waste up and off with you (the old "bag toss" is
now illegal in many areas).

*USE EXISTING TRAILS Cutting switchbacks causes erosion. When walking off-
trail, tread lightly, especially in the desert where cryptogamic soils (usually a dark
crust) take tEousands of years to form and are easily damaged. Be aware that “rim
ecologies” (the clifftop) are often highly sensitive to disturbance.

* BE DISCRETE WITH FIXED ANCHORS Bolts are controversial and are not a
convenience—don't place them unless they are really necessary. Camouflage all
anchors. Remove unsightly slings from rappel stations (better to use stee% chain or
welded cold shuts?. Bolts sometimes can be used proactively to protect fragile
resources —consult with your local land manager.

*RESPECT THE RULES and speak up when other climbers don't. Expect restrictions

in designated wilderness areas, rock art sites, caves, and to protect wildlife, especially
nesting birds of prey. Power drills are illegal in Wilderness and all national parks.

*PARK AND CAMP IN DESIGNATED AREAS Some climbing areas require a per-

mit for overnight camping.

*MAINTAIN A LOW PROFILE Leave the boom box and day-glo clothing at home

—the less climbers are heard and seen, the better.

*RESPECT PRIVATE PROPERTY Be courteous to land owners. Don't climb

where you’re not wanted.

.‘fj‘glN THE ACCESS FUND To become a member, make a tax-deductible donation
of $25.
The Access Fund

Keeping climbing areas open and
conserving the climbing environment
PO Box 17010
Boulder, CO 80308
303.545.6772 » www.accessfund.org




